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Irish Research Databases 

 

• Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) 

• Hospital In-Patient Enquiry Scheme (HIPE) 

• The Longitudinal Study on Aging (TILDA) 

• Growing up in Ireland (GUI) 

• Registers – National Cancer Registry 

• Specific – methadone users 

 



Irish Research Databases 
Shortcomings 

 

• PCRS – no indication/morbidity code link to 
prescribing 

• HIPE – In-Patient Data only – no out-patient, ED 
data 

• Need access to practice level data 



The IPCRN 

 

• Irish Primary Care Research Network 

• National network of GP practices 

• Clinical research AND facilitate audit/professional 
development 

• Access to anonymised, practice level data 

• Morbidity, prescribing and context 

 



Who’s involved 

 



How does it work 

 

• All major Irish GP Software Vendors signed up 

• GP can upload securely from practice software 

• Data anonymised before upload in practice software 

• GP receives practice level report 

• Anonymised data used for national reports 

• Approved by Data Protection Commissioner  
 

 



IPCRN Reports 

 

• Clinical Practice Research Database (CPRD) 

• The Health Improvement Network (THIN) 

• Qresearch 

• Enhanced Prescribing Database (EPD) 



Sample Audit 

 



IPCRN Tools 
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Medication Reconciliation 

 

 

 

 

      

• Verification 

• Clarification 

• Reconciliation 



Failures in Medication Reconciliation (from http://tinyurl.com/bunq4r6) 
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An information source for a shared medication record 
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